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Executive Summary 
 

Autism Spectrum Disorder Workgroup 
for Children Birth to 6 years 

 
 
Purpose  
 
In June 2005, the Human Services’ Directors charged the Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD) Workgroup with the task of making recommendations to: 
 

 Assure screening to identify children, birth to age six years, with ASD, at the 
earliest opportunity, 

 Assure appropriate assessment, diagnosis, and 
 Make available to parents a choice of treatments/interventions that are 

evidence-based and effective, based on the consensus of experts, including 
clinicians and parents.  

 
The impetus for the formation of the ASD Workgroup (Workgroup) by the Human 
Services’ Directors was in response to: 
 

• Intense advocacy by parents of children with ASD,  
• The increasing number of children with ASD (1:150), 
• The advent of literature/research that indicates that children with ASD can be 

identified as early as 18 months (using standardized screening tools), and 
• Evidence that certain treatments/interventions, if provided before age six, 

have a positive impact on children with ASD in achieving optimal outcomes. 
 
The Workgroup consisted of: 
 

• Ten parents of children with ASD 
• An adult with ASD 
• Advocacy organizations (ARC, Autism Society of Michigan, CAUSE) 
• University partners (Eastern Michigan University, Grand Valley University, 

University of Michigan, Wayne State University, Western Michigan University) 
• Beaumont Hospital  
• Michigan Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
• Intermediate school districts (Eastern UP ISD, Kent ISD, Midland ISD, 

St. Clair RESA, Washtenaw ISD) 
• Community Mental Health (St. Clair County CMH, Clinton–Eaton–Ingham 

CMH) 
• Departments of Community Health, Education, and Human Services 
 

The recommendations in this report do not require new state dollars. We 
will be spending our federal dollars more efficiently and shifting resources 
(staff, funds, and services) to improve outcomes for young children with 
ASD. 
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Child Outcomes 
 

1. Children with ASD feel good about themselves.  
2. Children with ASD acquire and use knowledge and skills.  
3. Children with ASD take appropriate actions to meet their needs.  

 

Recommendations 
 

A. Measure outcomes, through Early On® and Early Childhood Special 
Education data collection that is currently required under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and share with relevant state agencies and 
stakeholders. 

B. Integrate evidence-based practices for young children with ASD, based on 
individual child and family strengths and needs, into publicly-funded 
agencies.  

C. Shift federal and state money, already allocated for services to young 
children with ASD, to provide evidence-based practices in Early On and 
special education as required by IDEA. 

D. Explore the possibility of using State Aid special education preschool funds as 
a potential state match to support a 1915(c) Home and Community-Based 
Medicaid waiver for young children with ASD to provide intensive services in 
their homes and communities. 

E. Explore the possibility of providing Medicaid school-based reimbursement for 
the provision of services by Board Certified Behavior Analysts. 

 
Family Outcomes 
 

4. Families of children with ASD understand their children’s strengths and 
special needs.  

5. Families of children with ASD have access to comprehensive and objective 
information about services, interventions, and supports.  

6. Families of children with ASD advocate for their children.   
 

Recommendations 
 
 F. Implement a coordinated multi-media effort, in collaboration with the Public 

Broadcasters Association, to raise public awareness about the system of care 
for young children with ASD using the federal Combating Autism Act funding 
(when available) or private foundation dollars. 

 G. Establish a permanent panel of experts.  The panel will consist of families, 
practitioners, and researchers to: 
• Review the research literature on at least an annual basis.  
• Review outcomes from the implementation of interventions with young 

children with ASD.  
• Make recommendations about re-classification of intervention models as 

‘evidence-based.’ 
• Update the free information for families and practitioners.  
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 H. Prepare families to be able to:  
• Offer input and share observations that will help drive decision-making at 

the individual and system level through the Statewide Autism Resources 
and Training (START) Grant and the Parent Leadership Training. 

• Make informed choices about intervention models.   
 
System Outcomes 
 

7. Children with ASD are identified as early as possible.  
8. Families and their children with ASD have timely access to an integrated 

system of effective services and supports.  
9. Families and their children with ASD are included in typical environments.  

   

Recommendations 
 

I. Partner with the Michigan Chapter/American Academy of Pediatrics, Early On, 
Early Childhood Investment Corporation, Children’s Hospitals and University 
Departments of Pediatrics to improve developmental screening in a medical 
home via the ABCD grant initiative. 

J. Promote the creation of regional Centralized Assessment Teams (CAT), 
including parents, Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team members, medical 
consultants, and others to complete a comprehensive multidisciplinary 
assessment.  
• Identify a CAT member to serve as the supports and services’ liaison to 

provide information and linkages for children and families.   
K. Encourage the use of the Classification System Criteria for Young Children 

with ASD to consider as evidence-based practice those models that meet the 
criteria for Well-Supported Efficacious Practice; Supported and Probably 
Efficacious Practice; Supported and Acceptable Practice; and, Acceptable 
Practice.   
• Work to transition the services system to utilize evidence-based practices; 

however, continue to fund existing practices unless and until there is 
evidence that there is potential for harm or that desired outcomes are not 
achieved.  

L. Encourage the use of the practice parameters identified by the 2001 National 
Research Council’s report ‘Educating Children with Autism’ including 
providing individualized interventions at a minimum of 25 hours per week in 
a full calendar year. 

M. Develop a framework to guide the systematic training and technical 
assistance of personnel planning and providing services to children with ASD 
in public agencies utilizing existing resources (e.g. START’s Regional 
Collaborative Networks (RCN), university pre-service preparation programs 
(autism endorsement), the Early On comprehensive system of personnel 
development, focused continuing education requirements, mandated 
professional development plans.) 
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Action Requested 
 

1. Accept the recommendations of the ASD Workgroup. 
 
2. Endorse the existing interdepartmental team, with the addition of at least 

one parent, to develop a more detailed action plan to implement the 
recommendations, and to oversee the implementation of the 
recommendations.  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


